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FARROWING  HOUSE  FOR  SOWS 

As  producers  continue  to  adopt  confinement  sys- 
tems for  raising  hogs,  complete  component  planning 
becomes  essential.  Many  swine-producing  enterprises 
comprise  every  facet  of  the  complete  production 
system,  beginning  with  breeding  and  ending  with  the 
marketing  of  top  hogs. 

A  complete  swine-production  system  is  an  orderly 
arrangement  of  buildings  and  equipment  for  a  con- 
tinuous, smooth  flow  of  animals  from  one  component 
of  the  production  system  to  the  next.  The  facilities 
should  be  chosen  to  obtain  the  most  economical,  effi- 
cient, and  convenient  layout  for  your  present  situation 
and  also  for  the  total  production  system. 

A  look  at  the  role  of  the  farrowing  house  in  the 
production  system  will  help  in  understanding  its 
function.  In  determining  the  type  of  farrowing  house, 
the  frequency  of  farrowing  should  be  decided  first. 
The  purpose  of  a  farrowing  house  is  to  provide  a  warm, 
clean,  dry,  well-ventilated,  but  draft-free  environment 
to  produce  baby  pigs. 

Several  different  pen  arrangements  may  be  used,  but 
the  selection  should  be  based  on  the  ease  of  handling 
the  sow  and  baby  pigs;  the  convenience  of  cleaning, 
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feeding,  and  watering;  and  the  availability  of  labor- 
saving  methods  of  waste  disposal. 

North  Carolina  State  University  designed  this 
farrowing  house  and  incorporated  labor-saving  features 
for  good  management.  The  farrowing  stall  is  placed 
over  a  slatted  pit.  The  stall  has  an  automatic  waterer 
and  feedbox  on  the  front  gate,  allowing  the  sow  con- 
tinuous access  to  both. 

The  8-foot-long  slats  are  spaced  three-eighths  of  an 
inch  apart,  except  for  2  feet  8  inches  at  the  rear  of  each 
stall,  where  the  spacing  is  1  inch.  A  covering  must  be 
placed  over  the  1-inch  slotted  area  at  farrowing,  but 
after  several  days,  the  pigs  have  no  trouble  maneuver- 
ing over  this  area.  Continuous  ventilation  is  used  under 
the  slats  to  remove  gases,  odors,  and  moisture.  Ventila- 
tion requirements  and  detailed  arrangements  are  pro- 
vided on  the  working  drawings. 

Working  drawings  may  be  obtained  from  the  extension  agricultural 
engineer  at  your  State  university.  There  may  be  a  small  charge  to  cover 
cost  of  printing. 

If  you  do  not  know  the  location  of  your  State  university,  send  your 
request  to  Agricultural  Engineer,  Extension  Service,  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture ,  Washington,  D.C.  20250.  He  will  forward  your  request 
to  the  correct  university. 
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